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BOOK   who claimed to know the Boer President's mind, he had wel-
""STT
T '   ; corned the idea of the London visit and tendered his invitation.
1896-97. NOW when discussion for two months had ended in a break-
down, he overcame annoyance and concluded the affair with
civility.
IV
On May 8 he reviewed the situation in a speech thought by
his hearers to equal, and by some to exceed, his effort in Feb-
ruary. "The House while he spoke presented one of those scenes
which flash forth half a dozen times in a Session. All the benches
were crowded. Members filled the long side galleries, whilst some
score were content to stand at the bar throughout the full hour
the speech occupied in delivery. The Strangers' Galleries were
filled to the topmost range of seats. Representatives of foreign
Powers looked on from the diplomatic gallery. The peers
struggled for places like the crowd waiting at the pit-entrance
of the Haymarket Theatre.1 Through long passages he was con-
tinually cheered.
We must remember how deeply though how diversely feelings
had been changed in a few weeks. On the one hand the com-
plicity of Rhodes with the conspiracy in Johannesburg had been
exposed by the publication of the cipher telegrams with their
odious stock-jobbing jargon. There was a revulsion against
him, but it was tempered by his bravery in facing the
Matabele rebellion. There was a stronger revulsion against
Kruger and his system. The manner of his refusal to visit Eng-
land suggested antagonism of purposes rather than friendly
feeling. Pour of the reform leaders, Lionel Phillips, Prank Rhodes,
George Parrar and Hays Hammond had just been condemned
to death for high treason, while harsh sentences of imprison-
ment and fine were passed upon their companions. There was
an instant British movement for revising these sentences. That
question was still under consideration at Pretoria. Though re-
vision was certain, so far there had been no sign of magnanimity.
Harcourt in Parliament adopted a powerful but too limited
method. Basing himself on the cipher telegrams, he made a
resounding attack on what he described in effect as a vile
1 H. W. Lucy, A Diary of the Unionist Parliament, 1895-1900, p. 67t